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Considerations of the Theory of Student Development in Higher Education:
A Review of Student Development in College

Toru Kawai
(Institute for Teaching and Learning, Ritsumeikan University)

Summary
The purpose of this paper is to consider the relationship between various theories of student development through

a review of Evans, Forney, Guido, Patton, and Renn's Student Development in College. First, an overview of the history of
student development theory and practice is provided. Second, general development theories, such as Erikson's identity
theory and Kohlberg and Gilligan's moral development theory are examined. Third, student development theory is focused
on, particularly Chickering's comprehensive seven vectors theory and Perry's cognitive development theory. Next, the

author examines Perrv's proposed theories of cognitive and epistemological development, Belenky's women's ways of
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